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Innovate Edmonton & Urban Living Futures collaborate to map the Edmonton Innovation Ecosystem 

New “EDGI” Platform aims to locate & showcase Edmonton innovators to accelerate market access  

Edmonton/Toronto, Canada (May 27, 2021) – In a North American first, Innovate Edmonton and Toronto’s Urban 
Living Futures (ULF) are launching an urban innovation ecosystem map and database platform designed to help 

companies connect with new customers and investors, and deploy solutions more quickly through the Edmonton 

Great Innovations (“EDGI”) portal.  

EDGI is designed to identify and promote leading Edmonton innovators and expose them to opportunities for 

growth, scaling, funding, and commercial success. Resulting in a map for local market innovators, the visual database 

ultimately allows partners, funders, and stakeholders to connect, collaborate and accelerate business growth and 

innovation. 

“For the first time, we will identify local innovations that map to global mega-trends, including the climate 

emergency, public health, food security and digital inclusion, to harness purpose-driven investment, build shared 

prosperity and broaden international markets,” said Catherine Warren, CEO of Innovate Edmonton. “EDGI will bring 

considerable value to the Edmonton innovation community by building greater visibility for made-in-Edmonton 

solutions and propelling innovation advances and storytelling.”  

Innovate Edmonton and Urban Living Futures have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that will see 

Innovate Edmonton leverage the UPPlift platform through an Edmonton lens.  “We are excited to work with Innovate 
Edmonton and see the city continue to develop as a significant hub for innovation with a cluster of high-impact 

companies and organizations,” says Mikele Brack, CEO of Urban Living Futures. “Edmonton has become a 

preeminent innovation city, and we are pleased that Innovate Edmonton has identified UPPlift as a unique tool to 

manage their innovation community and support the commercialization of emerging technologies.” 

Powered by UPPlift, EDGI will provide innovation ecosystem members with personalized dashboards to maintain 

their organization’s profile, view emerging commercial and funding opportunities, and log their progress and 
achievements. The platform offers a seamless application process that accelerates innovators’ responses to a wide 
range of innovation initiatives and opportunities published on the platform. 

As Edmonton-based stakeholders register their profiles on the platform, they will be geolocated on an Edmonton 

Innovation Ecosystem map, facilitated by Esri Canada, for the visualisation of ecosystem growth and clustering. 

“We are excited to help bring together a community of innovators and give them access to location intelligence tools 
that add a new dimension to their ideas,” said the President of Esri Canada, Alex Miller. “Edmonton has always been 
a leader in building GIS and mapping applications and is an incredibly rich source of data for all kinds of 

entrepreneurs that is the heart of what keeps us progressing and evolving as a society.”  

https://upplift.co/upplift-platform-features/
https://upplift.co/upplift-platform-features/


 

 

 

Edmonton innovators and innovation ecosystem stakeholders are invited to pre-register for an upcoming webinar to 

learn more about the EDGI Platform and how to contribute to positioning Edmonton as a global innovation capital.  

About Innovate Edmonton 

www.innovateedmonton.com 

Headquartered in Alberta's capital city, Innovate Edmonton leverages, unites and promotes home-grown innovation 

as a gateway to solving the world’s most pressing problems. We harness the power of the private and public sectors, 
ground-breaking academic research and purpose-driven investment to build shared prosperity and open 

international markets. From sustainable climate solutions to public health and digital access, Edmonton is a leading 

global centre for inspiration, ingenuity and inclusion. Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn.  

 

About Urban Living Futures  

https://UPPlift.co 

 

Urban Living Futures’ cloud-based innovation management platform, UPPlift® is a digital marketplace where 

innovators, city-makers, industry, academia and investors converge to accelerate the impact of innovation in 

communities through a unique approach based on visibility, evaluation, and performance validation of emerging 

technology solutions.  Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn. 

 

About Esri Canada 

Founded in 1984, Esri Canada provides geographic information system (GIS) solutions that empower people in 

business, government and education to make informed and timely decisions by leveraging the power of mapping 

and spatial analytics. These solutions enable organizations to better manage their resources, plan their future and 

collaborate within and beyond their organization. Esri Canada’s products and services help advance successful digital 
transformation. The company serves 12,000 organizations from 16 offices across Canada and is based in Toronto. In 

2019, Esri Canada achieved Platinum Club status with the Canada's Best Managed Companies program by retaining 

its Best Managed designation for seven consecutive years or more. More information can be found at esri.ca. Follow 

Esri Canada on Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and LinkedIn. 

 

For more information: 

 

Catherine Keill, Innovate Edmonton, 

catherine@keill.ca or 780 690 5283 

 

Mikele Brack, Urban Living Futures Inc., 

mikele@urbanlivingfutures.com or 416 453 7447 

 

Esri Canada media inquiries 

press@esri.ca 
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